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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

22 May 2023
THOUSANDS OF TREES PLANTED ACROSS EAST KENT LAST WINTER
Volunteers and school pupils helped to plant over 4500 trees across the Canterbury, Thanet and Ashford Districts last winter. Trees were planted in school grounds in Canterbury, Thanet and Tenterden. Trees have also been planted at parks in Canterbury and Herne Bay. In total, over 500 pupils and 100 volunteers took part in planting from December through to March.
Schools where planting took place are Laleham Gap School (Ramsgate), Drapers Mill Primary Academy (Margate), St. Johns Church Of England Primary School (Canterbury), St Anselm’s Catholic School (Canterbury), Tenterden Infant School, Spires Academy (Canterbury) and King Ethelbert School (Birchington). Parks where trees were planted are Kingsmead Field (Canterbury), Burton Down Park (Herne Bay) and Neals Place Meadow (Canterbury), all owned by Canterbury City Council.
The planting is funded by Kent County Council and has been organised by the Kentish Stour 
Countryside Partnership. It is part of KCC’s commitment to plant a tree for every Kent resident.

Funding for the native saplings was provided through a £98,500 grant from the Local Authority Treescapes Fund (LATF) with an additional contribution from Golding Homes.  The LATF is a key government offer for local authorities to drive an increase in non-woodland tree planting across our landscapes.   

Other participating organisations: Friends of Kingsmead Field, Harbledown and Rough Common Parish Council, Friends of Dukes and Neals Place Meadow, Thanet Urban Forest CIC.
Quotes

‘Here at Laleham Gap School, students, staff and some parents were proud to play their part in something that will be a significant feature of the school over years and even decades to come.

In addition to planting throughout Biology lessons, we held a highly successful community planting day that, despite the bitter cold of December, was enjoyed by all. With so many to plant the final tree was put in place by Primary pupils on the very last day of term before the Christmas break.

The school’s motto is Learn, Grow Succeed…well we have just done that in wheelbarrow loads!’
· Ms Dixon, Biology teacher, Laleham Gap School

‘Some of our younger pupils helped to plant the trees. They can see the trees from their outdoor classroom and are always excited to check on how they are doing. It’s been a great learning experience for everyone, pupils and staff.’
· Mrs Thomas, Forest School Leader, Drapers Mill Primary Academy

‘King Ethelbert school would like to share our gratitude and thanks to the team behind the tree planting scheme. Our school site looks amazing and the students have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of planting trees and helping the environment. Martin and his team were great to work with and the students really benefited from the experience. Thank you again from King Ethelbert school.’

Adam Solly, Teacher, King Ethelbert School
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
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The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
Optional

KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of North East Kent and the Low Weald with a focus on the Stour Valley.  This is achieved by working closely with local communities and landowners to promote landscape and nature conservation and by developing opportunities for interpretation, education, community engagement, healthy living and countryside access. It raises funds to deliver joint projects and co-ordinates hundreds of volunteers operating as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. 

Kent County Council administer the Partnership. 
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