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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
‘What a pile of rubbish’ said Ashford’s’ Mayor 
Upset by the amount of litter in her ward, Mayor Jenny Webb put out a call for assistance to the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership and nearby Designer Outlet. The call was answered, and volunteers and staff joined the mayor to litter pick the riverbanks of the East Stour and the foot/cycle path beside it. 

There certainly was a lot to pick. Between Norman Road and the International Train Station, over 50 bags were filled with mostly drink cans, bottles and food wrappers, plus, amongst many other things, the ubiquitous shopping trolley, cone and a bicycle.  
Passing residents voiced their appreciation and it was lovely to see the birds, bees and butterflies enjoying the warm sunshine, and spring flowers blooming in a now much cleaner environment. Let’s hope it can stay that way!

KSCP volunteers and the Our Stour project will be organising and taking part in many more litter picking events in Ashford, with the Great British Spring Clean starting March 20th -13th April.  Go to the GBSC website to see if there is one near you that you can join. Ashford Borough Council are supporting all the litter picks by providing bags and equipment and of course collecting the piles of rubbish.
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – 

Photos x 3: Group picture (Mayor Webb 4th from the left), Pile of rubbish, Mayor Webb litterpicking.
Mobile Contact: 07740 185223
The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of North East Kent and the Low Weald with a focus on the Stour Valley.  This is achieved by working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and by developing opportunities for interpretation, education, community engagement and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership. 
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