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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date *IMMEDIATE*
The Great Stour Meadow - a green gem of a place.
We are increasingly becoming aware of the damage and loss of wildlife habitats, the animals they support and its impact globally and close to home. We are waking up to how important it is for our wellbeing and future too. Therefore, we want to celebrate a successes story and encourage everyone to make a difference for nature wherever they can. 

On the edge of Ashford, there is a bit of a green gem, the Great Stour Meadow. This year is the celebration of the 20-year collaboration between Givaudan UK Limited and the conservation group Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership which transformed what was once an arable field into this wonderful wildlife haven. 

As you might guess, there is meadow at the heart of it, abuzz with bees, butterflies and damselflies. Surrounded by native trees and hedges, including a traditionally laid hedge, the site also has 2 ponds which add a different kind of aquatic habitat to that provided by the River Great Stour and wetland backwaters that have been created on its bank. Together they are lovely to be in and look at but importantly they provide safe passage, homes and food for a whole host of animals: bats, moths, butterflies, birds, amphibians, reptiles, small mammals and all kinds of invertebrates. 

Although this is a private site, Givaudan are happy to welcome the community in; supporting educations days run by Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership with Willesborough Juniors, plus visits by various Beaver groups over the years. If you have a community group that might be interested in a nature-based activity at Givaudan then please do contact Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership via email stour@kent.gov.uk.
Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership continues to work with Givaudan to help manage and enhance the habitats. Their volunteers are regularly on site carrying out different work and this year they are also taking part in the Big Survey to record the many different species of plants and animals found on site. 
Diane Comley, the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership officer who has worked with Givaudan for many years, said – ‘It doesn’t have to take 20 years to make a difference, get out there and enjoy nature on your doorstep now and try to make space or a place for wildlife wherever you can!’.

For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – 1x jpeg Great Stour Meadow / 1x jpge activity
The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
Optional

KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of north-east Kent focussed on the Stour Valley.  This is achieved by working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and developing opportunities for interpretation, education, community development and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership. In 2018 KSCP celebrated 25 years of achivements.
Mobile Contact Diane Comley:
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Givaudan is passionate about perfumery and is dedicated to combining creativity and innovation to design beautiful fragrances. With the industry’s largest perfumery team, Givaudan contributes to making life delightful and memorable through unique scent experiences for
customers around the world. Currently present in all major markets, Givaudan strives to deliver fragrances for personal, home and laundry care, as well as prestige perfumes. Our customers benefit from Givaudan expertise in three business areas: Fine Fragrances,
Consumer Products, and Fragrance and Cosmetics Ingredients. We invite you to engage your senses’ and learm more about Fragrances ot wwiw.givaudan.com)/fragrances.
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