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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
Fish get an easier swim or Fish get a swim win
A local wildlife conservation group has been improving our water ways for fish. The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, working with the Environment Agency, have spent the winter removing an old weir at Sevington in Ashford and adding a fish pass to the weir at Chartham. 
KSCP Volunteers from Ashford helped with some of the work at Sevington.

KSCP Officer Annie Thurgarland explained that“ there are lots of old weirs which do not have a purpose now. These weirs have made it difficult for fish to migrate up and down the river which is important for their life cycles. By removing the weir at Sevington, the stream will become more natural and healthier, however, some weirs cannot be removed. At Chartham, we have put in a fish pass which helps the fish swim up the weir. All our rivers and streams need help. They are suffering from pollution and rubbish as well as obstructions to fish and other wildlife.”
If you would like to find out more about looking after our rivers and streams get in touch with the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership.  For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 

Ends

Attachments – 3 Pics
The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of north-east Kent focussed on the Stour Valley.  This is achieved by working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and developing opportunities for interpretation, education, community development and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership. 
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