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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
World Rivers Day   

World Rivers Day is a global celebration of rivers that occurs on the 23rd September and around this day. The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership (KSCP) is carrying out a number of projects as well as doing its regular river work. 
KSCP River wardens and KSCP volunteers are carrying out a number of days litter picking and on  Friday 21st in Ashford they will be helped by Natural England staff.  

Regular volunteer conservation tasks include riverbank maintenance work at Westgate Parks and control of the invasive plant Parrot’s Feather on Wade Marsh between Herne Bay and Birchington.

KSCP are looking to set up more riverfly monitoring groups similar to the one they have set up at Westgate Parks. This group are conducting a survey during World Rivers Week.  

The Canterbury Riverside Group have their regular quarterly meeting where they will be discussing river enhancements for wildlife, litter, a riverside sculpture project, riverside signage and interpretation, and access related projects.  

On the 25th September Mayor of Ashford Jessamy Blandford will be opening the Buxford Fish Passage Project in Ashford. This project was constructed over the summer and aims to allow more fish to access the upper reaches of the Stour. The project was led by KSCP and funded mainly by the Environment Agency.

In October KSCP hope to carry out further work to improve fish passage on the Stour by removing a weir at Sevington in Ashford and building a fish baffle to allow fish to pass over the Chartham Weir more easily.   

Most of the work on the Stour and the smaller river, the Dour in Dover, is overseen by the East Kent Catchment Improvement Partnership which is chaired by Jon Shelton, Partnership Manager at KSCP. 

For further details or how you can get involved in KSCP activities telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
World Rivers Day increases awareness, promotes stewardship, and encourages river conservation around the globe – massive worldwide event has its roots in British Columbia, Canada.

Millions of people around the world will participate in World Rivers Day on Sunday, September 23. With many of the world’s rivers facing increasing pressures associated with climate change, pollution, and industrial development, more than 70 countries are participating in this year’s festivities. Many events around the world will focus on educational and public awareness activities, while others will include river cleanups, habitat restoration projects, and community riverside celebrations. World Rivers Day has its roots in the great success of BC Rivers Day, which has been celebrated for the past 38 years in Canada’s western-most province. World Rivers Day strives to increase public awareness of the importance of our waterways as well as the many threats confronting them.

“Rivers are integral to all life. Yet, many waterways continue to face an array of threats and are often impacted by inappropriate practices and inadequate protection,” says Mark Angelo, World Rivers Day Chair/Founder as well as Chair Emeritus of the Rivers Institute at the British Columbia Institute of Technology.

Endorsed in its inaugural year by the United Nations University and the International Network on Water, Environment and Health, and with groups such as the Sitka Foundation as lead sponsor along with the support of others such as the Real Estate Foundation of BC and the Pacific Salmon Foundation, World Rivers Day events will take place in countries ranging from Canada to England, the United States to India, Australia to Bangladesh, Nigeria to Malaysia, and from the Caribbean to the great rivers of Europe.

“Millions of people, dozens of countries, and numerous international organizations will be contributing to World Rivers Day,” says Angelo. “It provides a great opportunity for people to get out and enjoy our waterways. At the same time, the event strives to create a greater awareness of the urgent need to better care for our rivers and streams.”

Robert Sandford, EPCOR Chair of Water Security at United Nations University, and an internationally recognized expert on scarcity and conservation issues, says, “World Rivers Day is rightfully hailed for its global effort to increase awareness of the vital importance of our water resources and the need to properly protect and steward them in the face of mounting pressures.”

Through its first decade, World Rivers Day complemented the UN’s Water for Life Decade and now continues to do so as part of the UN’s current Water Action Decade. In addition, groups such as the United Nations University and the International Network on Water, Environment and Health remain valued supporters. Angelo, a recipient of the Order of Canada, his country’s highest honour, as well as the inaugural recipient of a United Nations Stewardship Award for Science, Education and Conservation, initially founded BC Rivers Day in British Columbia back in 1980 in conjunction with the Outdoor Recreation Council of BC. He then successfully lobbied numerous organizations as well as agencies of the UN to recognize World Rivers Day in 2005.

All countries are encouraged to participate. More information available at http://worldriversday.com/
The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of the Stour Valley. Working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and develop opportunities for interpretation, education, community development and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership.
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· Riverfly group 

· Adult mayfly
· Sevington Weir
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