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PRESS RELEASE 
Friday 17th August

River Explorations in Victoria Park (Watercress Fields)
Often a hidden world to most people passing through the park, 15 children aged 5 -11 got their wellies on to explore the Great Stour River. They were keen to see what wildlife lived in and around this special chalk river, that flows through Ashford’s Green Corridor. 
Guided by Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership Officer, Diane Comley, they looked at the river as a complex habitat with lots of plants growing in and around it that support many different species. Then armed with dipping nets, the children enthusiastically got in to the river to find different kinds of fish and other small creatures such as, water boatmen and damselfly nymphs. The fish were a bit elusive as 15 pairs of feet approached, but when the children stood very still, the fish slowly came back, darting around and feeding in the clear water. 
The children then made pictures of the river using some natural elements they gathered from around it, coloured paper, paint and other collage materials; taking them home as a reminder of their explorations. 

This activity is one of a number of ‘Taster activities’ being commissioned and run this summer, funded by Ashford Borough Council as part of developing a Heritage Lottery Fund bid for Victoria Park. If successful there will be many more such activities available for people of all ages and interests.  See attached pdf for information about other activities taking place soon!
For further details please contact Kentish Stour on 03000410900 or email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk 

The KSCP is one of nine countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
Photo attachments: 
1) Picture made by Freya Connolly 
2) River dipping scene
3) Dipping picture (names to be supplied if required)
4) Making pictures (names to be supplied if required)

I have other pictures if none of the above are any good!

Mobile contact: 07740 185223 Diane Comley - Partnership Officer
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