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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership (KSCP) celebrated its 25th anniversary at Godinton Park, Ashford on Tuesday.
Mayor of Ashford Cllr Jessamy Blandford and Lord Mayor of Canterbury Cllr Colin Spooner were both in attendance along with partnering organisations, volunteers and other supporters.

The Partnership which was based in Wye for many years is now based in Ashford but it works across the whole of the Ashford Borough, Canterbury District, North Dover District and parts of Thanet. 

It has carried out a range of work on countryside and urban greenspace management, benefitting landscape quality, wildlife, access for visitors, green tourism and peoples health and wellbeing. It involves many volunteers and works with community groups and educates children about wildlife, heritage and the outdoors.      

Mayor of Ashford Jessamy Blanford says “Ashford Borough Council has worked with KSCP over many years.  Schemes they have assisted with include the Ashford Green Corridor, water vole assessments, the Loudon Wood Play Area, woodland improvement and the upgrading of the environment around Singleton Lakes.  Indeed, ABC would not be able to carry out many of their conservation projects without the help of this specialist group.”
Jon Shelton, Partnership Manager says “We are a small not for profit organisation but I would like to think our impact has been great. Amongst many achievements I think the two shared use routes of the Crab and Winkle Way and Great Stour Way have led to enjoyable visits to the countryside for many people. The Great Stour Way took 18 years of negotiation and fundraising before it was eventually built and I think if it had not been built in 2011 it would not have happened. Over 25 years, with landowners and our partners, we have been turning some of our towns and countryside into corridors for wildlife and where appropriate for people too. Although we have the name of a river in our title we work across the landscapes and habitats of the Kent Downs, Blean, Lower Stour Valley and Low Weald, as well as urban areas, and I believe we have made an impact in all of these places for the benefit of wildlife and local people. It also would not have been possible without the 28,000 workdays that our volunteers have provided.”   

Guests were treated to a walk around the Godinton Estate looking at some of KSCPs work on the site and learning about river invertebrates from Lauren Baker, KSCP Our Stour Officer. Lauren encouraged participants to do some river dipping and see the educational Aqua Bus. Presentations were made to several volunteers for their commitment to the organisation over a number of days 250, 500, 750 and over 1000 days. Simon Houstoun received a certificate for over 1000 days.

The event was sponsored by Southern Water.
Some of the Partnerships achievements have included: 

· 28,496 volunteer workdays 

· Work with over 40 community groups per year

· Work on over 600 different sites  

· 130 river based conservation projects

· 28.5 miles hedgerow planted

· 195 ponds created or managed

· Over 50 KSCP art commissions. Creation of Stour Valley Arts, now Stour Valley Creative

· Range of access work including leading on development of shared use routes such as Crab and Winkle Way and Great Stour Way resulting in over 1 million visits   

· Over 100 interpretive panels produced

· Over 1000 engagement events involving over 100,000 participants 

· 300,000 leaflets/booklets produced promoting access to and appreciation of the outdoors

· Over £7 million pounds raised for countryside and green spaces in towns, much more if schemes such as Countryside Stewardship are taken into account

Timeline

1993 – Opening of Elham Valley Way and extended Stour Valley Walk with guidebooks 

1994 – Establishment of Stour Valley Arts

1995 -  Start of Barn owl box conservation programme 

1996 – Opening of No Man’s Community Orchard

1997 – Start of Free Tree Scheme and Landowner Conservation Grants to 2011

1998 – Development of Stour Valley Vision 2020 which became countywide Habitat/ Landscape Opportunity Map (KLIS)

1999 – Opening of award winning Crab and Winkle Way 

2000 – Over 400 ponds surveyed in the Stour Valley

2001 – 30 Train Rides to Ramble circular walks in the Stour Valley promoted in 8 booklets

2002 – Living Land Festival in Wye

2003 - £200,000 raised for Woodland Biodiversity work   

2004 – Major survey of Water Vole across the Lower Stour Valley revealed one of highest concentrations in the UK  

2005 – Givaudan wins county award for KSCP meadow and pond creation 

2006 – Designation of the Ashford Green Corridor as a Local Nature Reserve and a programme of ongoing work

2007 – Involved in 57% of Countryside Stewardship Schemes in the Stour Valley from 1993-2005, writing the applications or delivering work  

2008 – European Partnership led to 100s of grant aided conservation projects 

2009 – Start of 5 year survey of River Stour Internal Drainage Board watercourses 

2010 – Planning and planting of Savannah Wood on the Hatch Park Estate

2011 – Opening of Great Stour Way

2012 – Opening of the Big Blean Walk and installation of 18 interpretive panels 

2013 – Start of Community Development Westgate Parks for People Project 

2014 – Wildsites in the Stour Valley programme, website and brochure produced

2015 – Opening of award winning Loudon Wood Play Area 

2016 – Many River Restoration Projects completed and/or underway 

2017 – Start of Our Stour community river engagement project 
Countryside Management Partnerships were initiated by policies at the Countryside Commission, now Natural England. KSCPs core partners are Ashford Borough Council, Canterbury City Council, Environment Agency, and Kent County Council. Robert Brett and Sons are a longstanding corporate supporter.   

For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – Infographic. 5 Pictures 
Mobile Contact: 07740 185224
The KSCP is one of eight countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of north-east Kent focussed on the Stour Valley.  This is achieved by working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and developing opportunities for interpretation, education, community development and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership. In 2018 KSCP are celebrating 25 years of achivements.
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