
What benefits has it brought? 
 
Loudon Wood is a living landscape. The new woodland 

pathways and natural play area have cemented a tradi-

tion with  local residents to Love Where They Live!  

The natural materials used create a play area 

that seamlessly merges with the surrounding 

ancient woodland. A Beautiful playscape….. 

Local newspaper article demonstrates the value and enjoyment that is being gained from the site: 

Pulling communities together 

The future of this site- 

- Ongoing involvement of volunteers 

- Voluntary resident warden scheme 

- An example to other communities who want to 

improve  their community living space 

Our huge thanks goes to The Veolia Environmental Trust for their funding  and incredible support 

which enabled this  project to be such a success and Kent Gateway Block Management for  providing 

the vital contribution and community  involvement. 

“It is a major aim of the project to get residents, children 
and families to be inspired, explore and subsequently  
desire to protect their natural environment.”  

Loudon Wood  
Play and Explore 

New play area 

Children from Godinton Primary School, Ashford, Kent 

Improved access 

 

             Loudon Wood Management 



What was the need for the project? 

Loudon play area was over-

grown, vandalised and restricted 

from view by a six foot metal 

fence with only one access/exit 

point.  

No pathways connected with the 

play area leaving it isolated and 

cut off by a shallow muddy ditch. 

What did we actually do? 
 
1. Consultation in school 

2. Consultation on site/door to door 

Questionnaires were completed by families and local residents. The 

results were compelling: 

 

 

 

 

Play area unsafe and hard to access 

A group of school children 

’brainstorming’ ideas for the site  
A small sample of the design collages created by Godinton Primary School children 

The results highlighted the play aspirations.  

Graph demonstrating play preferences 

The results led to the design and construction 
of Loudon Wood Play and Explore 

 

Locally sourced chestnut was used to construct a knee rail around the new 

play area. Volunteers worked tirelessly to ensure wood bark was spread to 

the correct safety depth. ROSPA completed an inspection of the site before 

it was officially launched on 23rd June 2015. 

Loudon Wood Play and Explore pictures of project progress from site clearance to installation of new natural play equipment. 


