[image: image1.jpg]



PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date: 12/2/16
Volunteers Make A Difference At Wetland Nature Reserve

Volunteers have been busy at Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve over the last year. They spent the summer repairing and clearing footpaths so that visitors and reserve staff can safely access the reserve all year round. During the winter months they turned their attention to clearing willow scrub from some of the reedbed. 
Martin Thomas, who leads the volunteer group for the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, explained the importance of this work: ‘Reedbed is home to many endangered species, including the ‘booming’ Bittern, and without intervention it would soon turn into woodland.’
There are only 224 National Nature Reserves (NNRs) in the whole of the UK and Canterbury has 2 right on its doorstep – Stodmarsh and Blean Wood. National Nature Reserves are the most important sites for wildlife in the country, protected from development and managed to benefit the animals and plants that live there. 
Stodmarsh NNR is owned and managed by Natural England. Information on this and many other places to see wildlife in the area can be found at http://www.wildsites.org/.
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – 

Mobile Contact: 07710 384952
The KSCP are one of nine countryside management partnerships in Kent playing a vital role in the conservation and enhancement of the Kent countryside and coast. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
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