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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
CONSERVATION GROUP RECEIVES FUNDING TO RESTORE TWO PONDS.
The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership (KSCP) working with the Friends of King’s Wood and the Forestry Commission has received a grant of £10,710 from Viridor Credits to restore two ponds in King’s Wood, Challock. 

The original ponds were installed by KSCP in 2005 using puddled clay. However in recent years they have held less water and one was damaged by an illegal four by four vehicle driving through the pond. 

Matt Mordaunt, Voluntary Officer with KSCP says ‘we will dig out and line the ponds with

synthetic liners which should ensure their durability and provide a reliable home for amphibians, provide habitat for flying insects and, in turn, a meal for bats’.

The work to rejuvenate these ponds is set to take place this autumn to cause as little disruption to  wildlife as possible, and also to take advantage of the wetter winter weather to help fill the new ponds naturally. 

King’s Wood is owned and managed by Forestry Commission England, and also has an active community group, the Friends of King’s Wood who hold regular events in the wood. Both organisations support the planned works to be carried out by KSCP, who have previously restored a separate pond in the woodland using a synthetic liner, which has been very successful.
The funding for the work has been offered by Viridor Credits, through their landfill communities fund scheme, which allows landfill operators to donate an amount of their tax liability in order to support community, environmental and heritage projects in the vicinity of their operations.

For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – Picture 1, The illegal 4x4 stuck in the pond
The KSCP are one of nine countryside management partnerships in Kent playing a vital role in the conservation and enhancement of the Kent countryside and coast. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
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