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PRESS RELEASE 
Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley
World Rivers Day Celebrated at Godinton Estate
Release date*IMMEDIATE*
The KSCP is the principle organisation conserving, enhancing and promoting the countryside and urban green space of the Stour Valley. Working closely with other organisations including the Environment Agency (EA) and the Wild Trout Trust (WTT) to support and assist landowners and Estates such as Godinton House with river restoration and habitat improvement. 
The KSCP are proud to have been involved with Godinton Estate for many years now and have worked on numerous projects including major river restoration work which aim to improve overall river health in line with Water Framework Directive (WFD) objectives and benefit Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species including white clawed crayfish and brown trout. 
Godinton Estate has become a firm example of a landscape successfully managed for the benefit of ecological health and that of the amenity and business sectors.  
The success of river restoration on the Estate from a former heavily poached and densely vegetated silted channel to a fast flowing river channel over gravels has been attained through the coordinated efforts of the Estate, the Estate’s angling group, the WTT, KSCP and the EA. 
World Rivers Day, celebrated on the last Sunday in September, gave KSCP the opportunity to organise an event at Godinton for river restoration specialists, enthusiasts and members of the Council to visit the restored river, identify positive restoration techniques and consider how they could be applied to the wider river system throughout the Borough. The day finished with an opportunity to ‘river-dip’ for insects. With nets and trays people caught and abundance of mayfly, damselfly, water beetle and bullhead fish. The results demonstrated the value of the restored river and its importance as the primary layer to the rest of the food chain from the river to beyond. Ashford Countryside Officer, Debbie Reynolds said, “The Great Stour running through Godinton Estate provides an exemplary model of how a degraded and devalued landscape can become a healthy ecosystem working in cohesion with farming and amenity pressures. World Rivers Day provided a platform to celebrate the achievements of the Estate.” 
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
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The KSCP are one of nine countryside management partnerships in Kent playing a vital role in the conservation and enhancement of the Kent countryside and coast. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
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