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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
World Rivers Day   

World Rivers Day is a global celebration of rivers that occurs in the last week of September. 
Locally the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership (KSCP) marked the occasion with some special events as well as doing its regular river work. 
This year is particularly special as the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership launched the new ‘Our Stour’ Heritage Lottery funded project that focuses on the River Stour and other rivers and streams in East Kent.  KSCP celebrated the start of the project with an opening event at Godmersham Estate between Ashford and Canterbury.

The event attracted over 50 people, including new volunteer River Wardens, local groups, sponsors and both Lord Mayors of Ashford and Canterbury. After an introduction to the project and the state of the river, guests were treated to a compilation of films of the River Stour put together by Will Hirstle. Film features heavily in the Our Stour Project with opportunities for people, especially young people, to get involved and learn about techniques, as well as recording and sharing their stories and feelings about the river. The outdoor part of the event took place at the riverside where people learnt about river restoration techniques, barn owls, conservation volunteering and had an opportunity to do some river dipping and see the wonderful KSCP Aqualab educational bus. Our Stour will be working with school groups on river education and this outdoor classroom will be put to good use.       
Meanwhile last Thursday (21st) the regular KSCP volunteers carried out a litter pick from Fordwich downstream to Grove Ferry on foot and by canoe. Canoes were lent for free for the day by Canoe Wild. Enough rubbish was collected to fill and a 1000 litre wheelie bin. Items removed from the river included traffic cones, children’s toys and a television. 
On Saturday River Wardens gathered at Singleton, Ashford for a training course on plant identification run by Lauren Baker, the ‘Our Stour’ Project Officer. The focus was mainly on invasive non-native species such as Himalayan balsam and Japanese knotweed.
And finally on Sunday volunteers undertook river monitoring in Westgate Parks, Canterbury, to check the health of the river for invertebrates such as mayfly, caddis fly and bullhead.
On Saturday 30th September KSCP are running a guided walk ‘A River Wander’ through the Ashford Green Corridor, part of its Naturally Active For Life Programme. Meet Victoria Park Fountain at 10am to walk to Buxford Meadow to see what wildlife is making the most of the last rays of summer sun. Booking essential!
For further details about ‘Our Stour’ or how you can get involved in KSCP activities telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Further Information about Our Stour

The project will bring real benefits for river environments and wildlife, in and around Ashford, Canterbury, Sandwich, Herne Bay and Whitstable. The involvement of local communities is at the heart of Our Stour – we want local people to help us make a difference.

Volunteers in the project will get involved in hands-on conservation, working to improve habitats and look after riverside land. There will be many  opportunities for training towards new skills. Film making and photography will help people discover and tell others about the waterways on their doorstep, while free educational activities for kids and adults will gather new data about rivers.
The project benefitted from a £85,500 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund and has also received financial contributions from Kent County Council, Environment Agency, Southern Water, Affinity Water, Ashford Borough Council and Canterbury City Council.
The KSCP is one of nine countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
KSCP conserve, enhance and promote the countryside and urban green space of the Stour Valley. Working closely with local communities and landowners to promote both landscape and nature conservation and develop opportunities for interpretation, education, community development and countryside access. It operates as a working partnership of sponsoring organisations, staff and local people. Kent County Council administer the Partnership.
Ends
Attachments  

•
3 Photos of Our Stour Event at Godmersham Estate, 

•
KSCP volunteers following litter pick at Fordwich on Thursday, 

•
Himalyan balsam – an invasive non-native species, 

•
adult mayfly.   
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